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Population of Dist-rict.-The establishment of the 
District of Columbia as t}ie seat of the Federal Gov­
ornrnent was authorized by acts of dongress pllSsed 
in 1790 and 1791. Congr()ss :first met in the District 
in 1800, and assumep. jurisdiction onr.. it. in 1801. 
According to tho ~ourteenth Census, taken as of 
January 1, 1920, the population of the District of 
Columbia is 437,571, which represents an increase of 
106,502, or 32.2 per cent, over the population in 1910. 
During the same period the population of the Uniwd 
States increased by 14.9 per cent. 

Ta.blo 1 shows the population of the District of 
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Columbia from 1800 to 1920, inclusive, together with 
the number and. per cont of increase in each decade, 
in. 'comparison with the. per cent of increase :for the 
Unirod States as a whofo. ·· 

The figures for the censuses prior to 1850 include the,. 
population· of about 30 square miles south of the 
Potomac River, originally a part of the D~trict but ~ 
retroceded to Virginia in 1846. 

D~nsity of population.-The total land area of. the 
District is 60 square miles. The ayerage ii.umber of 
inhabitants to the square mile in 1920 was 7,292.9, 
as against 5,517.8 in 1910 and 4,645.3in1900. 

TADLE 1.-POPULATIO:N" OF TlIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: 1800 TO 1020. 

CENSUS YEAR. .. · 

1920 ........•...........•................ .I 
Hllll ..................................... . 
1900 .................................... .. 
1890 ......................... ·········•··· 
1880 .................................... .. 

1870 ..•.....•......... -.................. . 
1860 ..............• ~ .............•........ 
18.50 .................................... .. 
1840 ..................................... . 

1830 ..................................... . 
1820 ..................................... . 
1810 ..•.... - ....•......•............ · ....•. 
1.800 .•••........... ······-·· ... ·····•·· ... 

Divisi?ns and districts.-'rhc city of w ashington 
has been coextensive 'with the District of Colunibia 
since February 11, 1895, when, by act of Congress,· 
Georgetown was made a part o~ W:o/lhington. Its 
population is essentially urban or suburban in char­
itctilr, and no attempt has been. made' to .. define 't~e 

\I INCREASE OVEI\ PRECEDING ro.rccnt 
, CENSUS. ol !nororurn 

Popuilltlon. tor the 
.1 

United 
Number. l'er cent. Stat.es. 

437, 571 106.502 32.2 14.9 
331,069 52;351 ll!. s· 21.0 
278, 718 48,326 21. 0 20. 7 
230,392 52, 768. 29,7 25,5 
177,G24 45,924 34.IJ 30.1 

-;>·t·' 

131. 700 56, G20 75.4 22. 6 
75,080 23,393 45.3 35. 6 
51, (J37· 7;975 18.2 $5.9 
4S,712 S,878 ~- 7 32. 7 

39,834 6,795 20.6 33. 5 
33, 039 I 9; 016 st. 5 l 33: 1 
24, 023 

d •••••• ~·.~~·t···'.~·.~-- \ .... ~~·.~--14,093 

small areas which might be. classed as, ru:ral. Table 2 
· shows the popJilation of the District of Columbia at 

tli.e cen.suses: 'of 1920, 1910, and 1900, re8pectively, 
: J1stributed ·among the three divisions recognized be..: 
· fore the county government of the District WEIS 

abolished in 1874. · · , · · · 



ORIGINAL 

TA~ 2 .• -POJ."O'.UTlO!! oF 'l.'l!l'l DISTRtcT OF CoLUld:BI.A., BY Dxvr- I 
llIONB: 192(), 1910, A.Nill 1900. · 

=;;;.:;...;~--=--::.... ~ • ·-•v•'-·~' - ·;::-~:-;,;:;:_7;,;::;,::.;::;,:;:.;,.;.::;:.:::_;;;:::_~~·,.,.,..._,---. ·--=:::.::::.=::-.::::::;:=.": 

l'Ol'UL.l'l'lOJi i l'1Ul CEl'IT 01 'l'(l'UL 

~- "" ~I .~ , ·+[;.., 
I>lstriciof~, !~..,!!!;!:,.\_ tTl,'7181\~. lDO.O 100.0 

W«11ls~on Cl'Jrll!loo!Umlt~J.I 2ill!,~ \ 230,6:JIJ I :rui,1w [: Gt.a: oo.1 '118.3 
<~n(od~limfta;..\ F•().$3 1 lG,~ 14,649 11 3.9 l 4.8 5.2 
lk!t1t11i.ll<l.l1E~~~>Wtrlet.~~-l:J2,21JO ! 84,39:1 41,11'13 ;: BU 25.5 16.5 

In order to show tho growth by smn.l:ler areas, the 
~ of th.e Census has further distributed tho 
~on of the District in 1920, 1910, and 1900, 
~ely1 acoording to nine districts, which. are 

. 1$l1tli"!'l'n ~ the acc.o:mpa.n.ying map. These districts are 
tW£ ~O&rft!, .· .. 

W..umntGTON' (OlUGINAL LDrllTS), 

IJUrtrMet 1, NorthweBt.-The area south of Florida 
A venue. between North Capitol Street md Rock Creek, 
.north of the M.all and the Capitol Grounds. 

District 2 Northeast."-.!rhe area between the Ana­
costia Riv:r (Eastern Branch) and North Capitol 
Street, north of East Capitol Street and south of 
Florida Avenue and Benning Road. 

District 3, Southwest.-The area south of the Mall 
and the Capitol Grounds, west of South Capitol Street 
and north of the Potomac River. 

District 4, Southeast.-The area south of Ell8t 
Capitol Street, east of South Capitol Street, and north 
of the Anacostia River (Eastern Branch). 

GEORGETOWN (ORIGINAL LIMITS) .. 

District 5.-The area comprising what was formenly 
known as Georgetown . 

REMAINDER OF DISTRICT. 

District 6.-The ~rea west of Rock Creek, e~Qlu~~;e, 
of Georgetown. 

District ?'.-The area between North Capitol Str~t 
extended and !tock Creek north of Florida A venue. ' . 



POPmATION--I?IBTRIGT OF COLUMBIA. 

Preci1'/id. 9.-Tln~ a;i·ea boundL'«i by the' Diiltrict line, I 
~en. Roo.d, Ridge Road, Atta0<>t;t.ia Ro11d1 .East 
~pitol StrN~t extended and !<;a.st Capitol Street, 
First Street NE., Union Htation, &oortd, Street NE., 
K: Street, First Street NE., Florida Avenue, li.ne 
drawn from intenieetion of Third Stroot !l.lld Florida 
Avenue N;Tt., tp, Ln~~tj.q,.ra Qi. Brentwood R.oa.d a.nd 
Seventh Street N.K, · Brentwc~od Road, EightQenth 
S.~ NE.~ ~. Qi.we;iw.. G~el Road. . 

Precinct 10.-The area bounded by the District 
line, Quee1113 Chapel Road, Eighteenth Street, Brent­
wood Road, T Street, First Street NW., Channing 
Stroot, Coilego Street extended, College Skeet, Barry 
Place extended, Barry Place, Florida Avenue, Q 
Street, and Rock Creek. · 

l(reci1i.<;t 11.-The area, hpunded_ by lp~t Capitol 
Street ex tended, Anacostia Road, Ridge Road, Bowen 
Road, District line, PotomacRiverJ andAnacostiaRiver. 


